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PAN AMERICAN MONTESSORI SOCIETY

840 Ernest W Barrett Parkway NW, # 441055, Kennesaw, GA 30160

470-5782160 FAX 678-594-2289
fmeadows@montessori-pams.org  
 MONTESSORI TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM
2.5 – 6 Year Level

Summer, 2016  
PAMS celebrates its 43rd Anniversary of providing Excellence in Montessori Education in the preparation of Montessori Teachers and in the education of young children in 2016.  The Society was founded in 1973 by Elisabeth Caspari, Ed.D., a Swiss Music Educator who studied and worked with Dr. Maria Montessori and her son Mario in India for four years; Charles Caspari, a Linguist and Engineer; Feland L. Meadows, Ph.D., founder of Sunny Hill Montessori School, the 4th Montessori School in Mexico City; and Joan B. Meadows, a Language Therapist. 
During the intervening years, the Society has prepared more than 3,000 Montessori teachers in California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Illinois, Georgia, South Carolina and Florida as well as in Canada, Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, Ecuador, Brazil, France and Switzerland. For further information please see our website at www.montessori-pams.org.
This summer, PAMS, will offer you the intensive, seven week, face-to-face, hands-on program of teacher preparation in Dr. Feland L. Meadows’ own model Montessori classroom in the New Kennesaw Hall, Rm. 415, at 580 Parliament Garden Way, Kennesaw, GA 30144.  The MACTE On Site Review Team described his classroom as the best equipped Montessori classroom in the U.S. 

You will meet every day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (bring a lunch), 5 days a week, for seven weeks.  If you come from some distance, there are nearby Extended Stay Apartments that provide relatively inexpensive housing that is located walking distance from our Montessori Center.  Let us know if you want more information.
During 280 hours of preparation, you will study the conceptual framework that undergirds the research based, proven Montessori System of Education and you will observe your instructors as they model 1,250 presentations with the classified, scientifically designed Montessori materials. You will receive electronic Teacher’s Manuals for your laptop computer or IPad that contain all of the elements of those lessons. You will be able to follow the presentation and input additional notes of each presentation on your laptop as you observe it being presented before you by your instructors 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

The Scientific Foundations of the Montessori System of Education
You will study the philosophic and scientific foundations of the research based, proven Montessori System of Education which is the most successful system for the education of young children in the world.  The Method of Scientific Pedagogy, discovered by Dr. Maria Montessori, through a half century of research, has proven to be effective in the lives of children on every continent and in every culture around the globe.  
You will become acquainted with Dr. Montessori's original contributions to the study of Child Development and to the field of Education.  You will learn how the amazing advances in brain research today have confirmed Montessori’s insights into the stages of child development and the effectiveness of sensory education as a foundation for Cognitive Development and for a more effective use of the brain’s Executive Function.
You will consider Montessori's call for both parents and teachers to work towards the liberation of the spirit and you will discover how the application of this fundamental principle can empower you to work more effectively with children.  You will learn of Montessori's scientific research, which led to her landmark discoveries regarding a new and different role for the teacher/guide in the teaching/learning environment.  

You will experience the power of the Prepared Environment -- which offers developmentally appropriate experiences to each child at the right moment in his/her life and is the most effective means for the child's self-construction.  You will also learn of Dr. Montessori’s efforts to achieve world peace by transforming the consciousness of our society through the education of the child.
You will gain a fuller understanding of what Dr. Maria Montessori called The Secret of Childhood and you will develop new insights into the nature of child development.  You will learn how respect for the child's inner teacher serves as the integrating principle for the most effective education of young children.
Motor Development and Refined Control of Movement
Through Exercises of Practical Life

You will learn to give 154 presentations with 65 developmentally appropriate, scientifically designed, practical life materials that enhance the child's efforts to achieve control over himself and his environment. These materials provide children with purposeful activities that assist them in the development of motor skills and the refined control of movement.  The materials are self-correcting and meet the needs of each of the child's progressive stages of growth and development.

You will learn to present children with motives of activity in which action and interest combine to provide irresistible activities that children love to repeat.  These activities provide the means for children to develop motor skills, gain independence, enhance their self-confidence, develop concentration and achieve the cognitive growth that is the very foundation stone of intelligence.  
Work with these materials also promotes the development of the fine motor skills required for the successful mastery of writing and the visual skills required for reading.
You will study the theoretical framework for understanding the importance of movement in the education of young children.  You will learn how a child develops through movement and how active, interested participation in purposeful, complete cycles of activity provides the most effective means for developing concentration and achieving physiological, psychological and intellectual growth. The teaching strategies you will learn to use in the presentation of all of the Motor Development and Practical Life materials that will be modeled for you by your Instructors.  
Sensorial Foundations of Intellectual Life

You will learn to give 315 presentations with 67 Sensorial materials.  These scientifically designed, developmentally appropriate materials address each child's need to refine skills related to each of the five senses as well as the need to further develop their Proprioceptive System and their Vestibular sense.  These self-correcting materials are structured so as to meet the needs of each period of development in the child’s life.
Work with these materials promotes the sensorial development required for the successful mastery of writing, reading and mathematics skills.  The materials also provide an opportunity to present classified nomenclature which enriches the child's vocabulary with terms and concepts related to the content areas of language arts, math, geometry, geography and biology. 
You will study the theoretical framework for understanding the physiological and psychological stages of development.  The sensitive periods of development, the most powerful times for learning, will be explained and the use of materials that enhance development during those critical periods of growth will be demonstrated.  The teaching strategies, you will learn to use in the presentation of all of the Sensorial materials will be modeled for you by your Instructors.  
The Cultivation of Listening, Sight Singing and Notation with the Montessori

Bells and Boards and the Kodály System of Music Education
The first three years of a child's life are critical for optimal brain development and music makes a valuable contribution to that sensitive period of development. Brain research now confirms the extensive benefits of music education for enhanced listening and language skills as well as in the development of special temporal reasoning intelligence that enhances the child’s understanding of math and science. In this program you will consider the valuable gifts that music provides and review some of the brain research that underscores the importance of providing ongoing musical experiences to children from birth through their teen years.
You will study the most effective method of music education for young children developed by Zóltan Kodály, the great Hungarian composer/educator who is the ”Montessori of Music.”  Like Montessori, Kodály combines physical movement with learning to sing simple melodies based upon the pentatonic scale – the 5 note scale composed of la, sol, mi, re, do – that was used in the composition of most folk music around the world. You will also learn to teach songs with the eight tones of the diatonic scale and to present activities and work with the Montessori bells and staff boards (80 presentations) which are especially effective in developing children’s sight singing, writing and reading music skills.  You will receive a hard copy of the Teachers’ Music Manual that was created by Dr. Caspari and Dr. Meadows.
Acquisition of Language and Literacy Skills in One or More Languages
Through a Structured Sequence of Activities
You will study a theoretical framework for the acquisition of language and literacy skills in a first and/or a second language. You will learn to help children achieve maximum development of their language skills of listening, speaking, understanding, writing and reading.  You will learn to implement PAMS’ unique, research based program of language instruction, which provides the most effective ways to help children acquire phonemic awareness and associate letter sounds with their written symbols. You will learn how to help children increase their vocabulary, acquire classified nomenclature and understand concepts and information related to the disciplines of Geography, Biology, Zoology, Meteorology, History, Science and Art.  You will learn to give 217 presentations with 88 manipulative English language materials.  You will receive masters with which to replicate these teacher made materials for your classroom.   
This research based language arts program, developed by Dr. Caspari and Dr. Meadows, provides a classified sequence of activities that is the most effective in helping all children achieve phonemic awareness, acquire sound/symbol association, develop writing skills and discover the synthesis of reading.  You will learn to do this so effectively that all of the children in your class will learn to write and read!

The Early Preparation of the Mathematical Mind

You will study a theoretical framework for the early preparation of the mathematical mind and the successful teaching of mathematical concepts and operations to children from Pre-K to second grade levels.  You will learn to understand and teach math more effectively by using the Montessori Number Rod Stair, Sandpaper Numerals, Spindle Boxes, Shell Game, Colored Bead Stair, Memory Game and many other materials scientifically designed by Edouard Seguin, the Father of Special Education and Dr. Maria Montessori who was the Morning Star of Constructivist Education.
You will learn to teach children how to perform the four operations with the colored bead stair as well as with large quantities up to 9,999 with the Decimal System golden bead material.  These concrete materials provide a way for children to connect their experiences with real objects to abstract mathematical concepts.  You will learn to give 142 presentations with 83 scientifically designed mathematics materials.

The Science of Peace Curriculum
You will receive a copy of the Teachers’ Manual for the Science of Peace Curriculum developed by the late Ursula Thrush, Ph.D. who founded the Maria Montessori School of the Golden Gate in San Francisco and was the first U.S. program to affiliate with PAMS in 1974. You will learn the benefits of what she called fostering the development of physically, mentally and spiritually balanced children. You will learn to give some 250 presentations that are described in this Science of Peace manual.

The Practicum Experience

If you are not already working in a Montessori classroom, let us know as soon as possible so that we can help to place you in a Montessori school during the 2016-2017 Academic Year, where you can conduct your required Clinical Practice Teaching Internship. During the academic year following the 7-week intensive you will learn to develop, plan and implement strategies for the care, development and education of 2.5 to 6 year old children. You will assist and teach under the supervision of a Montessori teacher. You will develop skills in establishing the Montessori Prepared Environment and in the presentation of Montessori materials to 2.5 to 6 year old children.
Teachers’ Manuals
You will be given complete digital teachers’ manuals for Motor, Sensorial, Language, Math and Cultural Studies for your Laptop Computer or Tablet. You will be able to follow each of the 1,250 presentations (lesson plans) that my Assistants and I will model for you with the Montessori materials in class every day. You will also receive hard copies of all of the lectures and of the Music and Peace Curriculum Manuals.

Required Study and Supervised Practice
From August, 2016 through May, 2017 you will study Montessori Literature and turn in your written assignments.  You will meet for supervised practice with Montessori materials in the PAMS Model Montessori Classroom at Kennesaw State University from 9:00 – 1:00 the last Saturday of every month.

Qualifying and Final Oral/Practical Examinations

You may present a Qualifying Examination on Saturday, April 15 or Saturday, Sept. 30, 2017 and the Final Oral/Practical Examination before a Society Examiner on Saturday, May 13 or Saturday, Oct. 28, 2017.

International Certification

You will be awarded International Certification as a Montessori Teacher by the Pan American Montessori Society (PAMS) when you complete this program.
International Accreditation
The Pan American Montessori Society’s (PAMS) Teacher Education Programs are the only ones in the Greater Atlanta Metropolitan Area that are Internationally Accredited by the Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education (MACTE).  MACTE is the international standard setting and accrediting body for Montessori Teacher Education.  MACTE was granted initial recognition by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) in 1995, when Dr. Feland Meadows was serving as the Chairman of the MACTE Commission of Education, and that recognition continues to the present time.
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